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Seventh Chios Justices

Chief Justice of Supreme Court a Rare Post

Onlv Ten Men Have Held This Exalted Position Since the
Organization of the Highest Tribunal in the United States
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While holding the office of Chiei JSs the

appointed minister to Great Britain, and

that virtually ever) proud lather and motner in iik
countryt some time or other, whisper to their male off-
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Hut did you ever hear a parent suggesting to his

young hopeful that the trekking of the studious oath
might ultimately lead to the job of Chief Justice of the
Supreme Curt of the United States? Never! The
chances are entirely too slim

That's just about the scarcest job we have in this
country.

The Supreme Court has been in existence for 132

years, and William Howard Taft, recently appointed
by President Harding, will on!) be the tenth man t

have the honor of presiding over that greatest of all
judicial tribunals,

It, of course, is only now and then that a President
ol the United States has the privilege of appointing
a chief justice. Mr Harding is the eolith President
who has had that rare honor. The other chief jttS-tice- s

were appointed a follows: John Jay. of New
York: John Rutledge, of South Carolina; and Oliver
Ellsworth, of Connecticut, by Washington; John Mar-
shall, of Virginia, by Adam- - Roger B Taney, of
Maryland, by Jackson; Salmon Chase, of Ohio, by
Lincoln; Morrison R. Waite, of Ohio, by Grant; afel-vil- le

W. Fuller, of Illinois, by Cleveland; and I dward
Douglass W hite, of Louisiana, by Taft

As I matter of technical fact and history, Wash
bgton really appointed four chief justices. One of
them, however, resinned shortly after receiving his
commission, and never having performed an) of the
functions of the court, is not generally referred to as
having been at the head of that body. This very un-

usual man was William Cushing, of Massachusetts,

whom Washington appointed as one of the original
associate justices of the Supreme Court.

Washington staged the announcement of the pro
motion of Cushing to the Chief Justiceship, succeed
ing Rutledge, in dramatic fashion On the day this
occurred, he gave a big turkey dinner at his home.
Cushing was among the distinguished guests. When
he entered the dining rom. Washington, from his
place at the head of the table, directing his look at
him, said in a loud and genial tone, 'The Chief Justice
of the United States will please take his seat at my
right." Cushing had not had the least Intimation of
his appointment and. quite naturally, was greatly at-fect-

by the announcement. His commission was
made OUt, which he received the next da) . and retained
for abut i week, when, upon the ground of ill health,
he determined to resign. Washington endeavored to
prevail upon him to change bis mind, but without avail.

Oliver Ellsworth, United States Senator from Con-

necticut (subsequently Chief Justice), was the author
of the bill creating our judiciary system. This occurred
immediately after the convening of the First Congress,
April. 1789.

Jay a I r tend of Washington

MUX JAY, the first Chief Justice, wai a very clsrJ friend of Washington's. So reat was the opinion
entertained of his character and abilities that Washing
toil offered him a choice of offices under the govern
ment He preferred the office of Chief Justice as being
more in accord with his taste, habits and education
He had been minister to Spain, president of Congress,
and Se:f.t! of Mate, and had negotiated the treaty
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